
the examination for admission is still in a provisional stage; the new building,
with many modifications in instruction which it would bring with it, is yet to
be built. Harvard is still far behind the average European school, and cannot
afford to give her attention to outside issues until she has completed her great
task.

We find nothing in the letter from Zurich which contradicts the statement
we borrowed from a German paper. We should be glad to see a history of
the coeducation experimeut prepared by the faculty of that university. — Ed.]

LETTER FROM CHICAGO.
Mr. Editor, — Mayor Harrison, it is generally conceded, is not going to

disturb Health Commissioner DeWolf, who was appointed by ex-Mayor
Heath in 1877. When the work of the health department during the preced-
ing administration is considered, the wisdom of this policy becomes apparent.
Perhaps in no department of the city government was the improvement in the
condition of things so marked, during the last administration, as in this one of
the health department. The expenses were reduced; the city was cleaned up
and brought into a much more hygienic condition than had been the case for
years before ; a monstrous stink-hole known as Healy Slough, that had been a

pest for years, was filled up with earth, and made ground for building lots ;
and, best of all, the foul odors that formerly nauseated the whole town when-
ever the wind was in the southwest, and emanating from the rendering aud
fertilizer establishments, if not entirely suppressed, were reduced to a minimum.
The result last mentioned was attained through a constant legal, police, and
almost personal warfare, kept up for many months on the part of the commis-
sioner and mayor.

A conscientious effort seems to have been made to carry out the rule re-

quiring a red card bearing the words " Scarlet Fever Here " to be posted on

every house wherein this disease is discovered. The effort has beeu attended
with only partial success, however. Many physicians, there is good reason to

think, evade the law ; they find it so difficult to arrive at a correct diagnosis
in cases of scarlet fever that often they are not sure of a case till it has recov-

ered or died. And no one can tell how often the deaths in such cases are

reported to be due to diphtheritic sore throat, to nephritis, or some other dis-
ease than the real one. The system of placarding was resorted to in the belief
that it would hinder the spread of the disease. The profession is divided as to
whether this result is accomplished in any degree. With the experience of
the past three years it can hardly be doubted that the inauguration of the
system was a misfortune to the health department, at least.

The latest move in the right direction—a measure, too, of the previous
administration

—

is the ventilation of the sewers by the covering of the man-

holes in the streets with perforated iron covers. All the paved streets are to
be thus treated, and the work is now well under way. This measure must be
a great blessing to the people. It will take a concentration of sewer gas out
of thousands of dwellings, in which, heretofore, for the want of ventilation of
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the house, sewers upon the roof, or otherwise, this dangerous annoyance has
existed ; now even criminal neglect in construction of house sewerage is made
powerless for evil. Notwithstanding all its advantages some sensible people
are bewailing the pollution of the atmosphere of the street by the ventilators,
and picture (as one has in the daily prints) the deplorable consequences to the
people who take such atmosphere through windows into their houses to breathe.

Professor Byford has recently received an official invitation to attend the
forthcoming annual meeting of the British Medical Association, and to deliver
an address before that body. The association meets in the early part of Au-
gust at Cork. Professor Byford will accept the invitation.

An effort is being made in the board of commissioners to legislate the
present medical board of the County Hospital out of existence, and put the
institution in charge of a paid superintendent with a consulting staff of phy-
sicians. It is unlikely that it will succeed.

SHORT COMMUNICATIONS.
THE TREATMENT OF COLOR-BLINDNESS BY THE USE OF A SOLU-

TION OF FUCHSINE.
BY PETER D. KEYSER, PHILADELPHIA,

Surgeon to Wills Eye Hospital, etc.

Since writing the report on color-blindness read before the Pennsylvania State Medical
Society, I have had the good fortune to test the suggestion of Javal for the cure of this de-
fect by the use of a solution of fuchsine between thin plates of glass, and although skeptical
upon the ideal found that great improvement took place in its use in this following case:

—Charles S., aged forty-five, German, came to me May 14, 1879, saying that, although a

dyer by trade, and in business since boyhood (his father having a dye-house in Germany),
he was color-blind, and had been so as long as he could remember. He made his dyes ac-

cording to the receipts furnished him, and until they looked like the sample to him, but at
the same time he could not distinguish purple from blue. Reds on green or blue he could not
see ; that is to say, he could not distinguish red tinges in any shade in which green or blue
were combined. A gray-brown looked the same as green to him, a lead was pink, a deep
blue was purple; a clear brown and an olive green were one color in his eyes. He could
not see a red tinge in a mixture with yellow. Browns all had a green shade. On several
different occasions I have tested him by day and by night with an aqueous solution of
fuchsine (gr. i. to f3  •), contained between two thin glass plates which are held before the
eyes, and I found that it invariably corrects the defects ; the colors become clearer. All
blues become bluer. Browns are correct. He sees the red tinges in the shades, which he
could not see before, but knew they were there from the mixture used in making the dyes.
Purples and blues are distinct, the red on the purple becoming clearly defined. The differ-
ence between the brown and the olive is distinctly seen. When red is on yellow the red is
brought out. Greens are more positive. Without the fuchsine all browns have a greenish
cast ; with the fuchsine the red comes out and the green fades away, showing clear brown.
When there is no red in the color the fuchsine does not cause such a shade over all the
colors as it does to the normal eye.

This is a very clear and interesting case, as the man is a bright, intelligent person, prompt
in observation, and naturally interested in his situation, as it has prevented him from hold-
ing most excellent places in dye-houses. The cause of this action of fuchsine has as yet
not been explained, but no doubt it arises from the power of polarization in separating and
absorbing certain chemical rays of the spectrum.
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